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soon became obvious to his peers, and he 
rapidly rose to the presidency of the state as-
sociation. From there, he quickly earned the 
trust of the NAHU leadership and assumed 
new responsibilities and opportunities to serve 
across the country. With his experience has 
come the wisdom to know that to lead, which 
he says is ‘‘influence—nothing more, nothing 
less,’’ to serve the needs of others. 

In these difficult times, Mr. Speaker, we will 
be called upon, in many small ways, to do 
great things for our country. Under Bynum’s 
leadership, I believe we can count on the ex-
pertise and support of NAHU and its member-
ship. The Sixth District of North Carolina is 
proud to say that one of its own—Bynum 
Tuttle—is the new president of the National 
Association of Health Underwriters. 
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

CAPUCHINS IN GUAM AND HAWAII 

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD 
OF GUAM

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 17, 2001 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to congratulate the Capuchin friars of the 
Province of Star of the Sea as they celebrate 
their centennial anniversary of Capuchin pres-
ence in the Pacific. For the past 100 years, 
Capuchin friars have tended the faithful in our 
area through mission work, construction of 
churches, administration of parishes, estab-
lishment of parochial schools and the pro-
motion of language and culture. 

This extraordinary religious community trace 
their origins from the Order founded in the 
twelfth century by St. Francis of Assisi. Known 
as the Franciscans or the Order of Friars 
Minor, this group of mendicant friars had 
grown into a large, complex institution by the 
sixteenth century. Some members came to 
seek a lifestyle closely resembling the one 
lived by St. Francis himself and were gradually 
drawn together to form the distinct branch of 
the Order we now know as the Capuchins. 

Many of the first Capuchins were attracted 
to contemplative prayer in hermitages, which 
they soon combined with traveling and preach-
ing. During the sixteenth and seventeenth cen-
turies, Capuchin friars came to be known as 
some of the most effective preachers and mis-
sionaries the world had ever seen. In their 
preaching, they refrained from artificial oratory 
and set forth their message with simplicity and 
directness which came from the heart. In ac-
cordance with the example set forth by St. 
Francis, the friars also became endeared for 
their all-embracing charity. 

At present about 12,000 members of the 
Capuchin community live and work in every 
part of the world. One third of the friars tend 
to the faithful in underdeveloped countries. In 
the words of Pope John Paul II, the Capuchins 
live ‘‘a truly brotherly life based on simplicity 
and evangelical charity, open to the meaning 
of the universal brotherhood of all people and 
indeed of all creatures.’’ 

The arrival of the Capuchins on Guam in 
1901 signaled an unprecedented growth and 
restructuring of the island’s church and admin-
istration. At the time, Fr. Jose Palomo, the first 

Chamorro to be ordained to the priesthood, 
was the sole Catholic cleric on the island due 
to the eviction of Spanish Augustinian Recol-
lect priests in 1899 following the American 
takeover of Guam. Fathers Luis de Leon, 
Vicente de Larrasoana and Brother Samuel de 
Aparecida, former missionaries to Yap and the 
Palauan Islands, came to Guam to assist Fa-
ther Palomo. 

The Catholic church administration on 
Guam further developed and members of the 
Capuchin community were called to serve in a 
number of important positions. In 1911, Guam 
was raised to Apostolic Vicariate under its first 
resident bishop, Bishop Francisco Villa y 
Mateu, a Spanish Capuchin. As with Bishop 
Villa, the succeeding Apostolic Vicars were 
also to come from the Capuchin community. 
When Guam was raised to the level of Dio-
cese in 1965, another Capuchin, Bishop Apol-
linaris Baumgartner, was named the first 
Bishop of the newly created Diocese of 
Agana. Earlier in 1945, Bishop Baumgartner 
became the first American bishop appointed to 
serve on Guam. Succeeding Archbishop 
Felixberto Flores, who was the first Chamorro 
bishop, Father Anthony Apuron, became the 
first local born Capuchin to be appointed Aux-
iliary Bishop in 1984. He would be named 
Archbishop of Agana in 1986. 

Since their arrival in 1901, the Capuchins 
have maintained their presence and consist-
ently served the faithful on Guam. Father 
Roman Aria de Vera, who arrived on Guam in 
1915, published a number of books on the 
Chamorro language and became the foremost 
authority on the subject at the time. In 1918, 
the Capuchin friars were called on to assist 
the sick and the dying when an influenza epi-
demic ravaged the island. Guam was briefly 
left without the guidance of the benevolent fri-
ars during the Japanese occupation during 
World War II when the local Capuchin commu-
nity was exiled to Japan in 1942. They were 
returned and welcomed back to the island in 
1945 after the U.S. liberation. 

The 1950s saw the construction of St. 
Fidelis Friary, the community’s home in Agana 
Heights, and their assumption of control over 
Fr. Duenas Memorial School, the Guam’s 
Catholic school for boys. By the 1980s, the 
Capuchin community on Guam was raised to 
the rank of Vice Province—the Vice Province 
of the Star of the Sea. They extended their 
work to the Diocese of Honolulu in 1984. The 
current total membership of 26 friars com-
prising of the archbishop, priests and brothers. 
Thirteen of the friars—half of the member-
ship—are local born. 

On Saturday, October 20, 2001, a Mass will 
be celebrated at Guam’s Dulce Nombre de 
Maria Cathedral-Basilica to honor the centen-
nial anniversary of Capuchin presence in our 
area. Representatives from Rome and several 
provinces of the Capuchin community will be 
in attendance. Through mission work, the ad-
ministration of schools, parishes, and the arch-
diocese itself, Capuchin friars have made tre-
mendous contributions to the physical and 
spiritual growth of our island. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take this occasion to commend 
and congratulate the Capuchin community and 
the Vice Province of the Star of the Sea for 
their excellent work and wish them the best in 
the years to come. 
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OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 17, 2001 

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, today I introduce 
the Freedom to Trade Act, which promotes tol-
erance, understanding and respect by prohib-
iting United States nationals, permanent resi-
dent aliens, or United States Government 
agencies from entering into agreements with 
foreign persons who prevent or inhibit a 
United States business from undertaking a 
commercial activity, or otherwise discriminate 
against the business, on the basis of the reli-
gious beliefs, practices or associations, sexual 
orientation, race, or gender of an individual as-
sociated with the United States business. Fur-
thermore, this legislation also prevents US na-
tionals, permanent resident aliens, or US Gov-
ernment agencies from entering into agree-
ments to provide loans, guarantees, credit or 
other avenues of financing to such foreign per-
sons that discriminate against US businesses 
for the above stated reasons, in addition to in-
structing the Secretary of the Treasury to in-
form the United States Executive Director of 
each financial institution to use the voice and 
vote of the United States to oppose any as-
sistance from that financial institution to any 
foreign person that engages in the aforemen-
tioned discriminatory behavior and practices. 

The horrific acts of terrorism perpetrated 
against the people of the United States on 
September 11th by evil doers who seek to 
threaten and damage our way of life and a di-
rect affront and attack on our compassion, tol-
erance and understanding of the vast cultural, 
ethnic, religious, racial and other diversities 
that comprise the great people of our nation! 
In our time of crisis the people of our United 
States have taken a heightened interest in the 
importance of protecting human rights. Safe-
guarding human rights, for all, deserves all the 
attention we devote to it. 

The question of freedom of religion is a mat-
ter of deep, personal concern to me. More 
than just a personal concern, it is one which 
most Americans share. Freedom from dis-
crimination as set forth in my legislation in-
cludes protections of religious beliefs, prac-
tices and association are values that are in-
herent to free people. Our neighbors living in 
our global neighborhood must share in these 
values. As recent events throughout the world 
reveal, not everybody does. We must make 
certain that the nations of the world share our 
respect for human rights. The right to religious 
freedom and to be free of rampant discrimina-
tion is something which should never be taken 
for granted. It is a fragile and precious provi-
sion that must be guarded against impositions 
at all times. This can be done through partici-
pation in the work of international organiza-
tions and through continuation of an inter-
national dialogue on human rights, through 
teaching tolerance, mutual understanding and 
through cooperation. For those who choose to 
discriminate, the Freedom to Trade Act has 
the teeth to punish the transgressors. 

Discrimination and suppression of religious 
rights is all too common in totalitarian states 
and regimes. Nations such as China, Iran, 
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Sudan, Vietnam, as well as the brutal and in-
tolerant Taliban regime in Afghanistan are just 
a few of the transgressors. In China, Falun 
Gong has suffered severe repression and per-
secution. Despite the popular appeal of this 
movement and despite its peaceful means, the 
Chinese regime continues to see Falun Gong 
as a threat, and to treat them as such. At the 
same time, China has continuously pursued a 
policy towards Tibet that severely limits the 
spiritual freedom of the Tibetan people. In the 
House International Relations Committee, we 
have repeatedly condemned China’s treatment 
of its minority groups. We will continue to do 
so. 

Not long ago, Congress passed a bill on 
trade relations and human rights in Vietnam. 
Despite its advances in freedom and pros-
perity, Vietnam pursues a brutal and des-
picable policy of repression towards its reli-
gious minorities. The bill serves as an exam-
ple for any government that tries to suppress 
religious freedom. It also presents a frame-
work for further advances towards freedom, 
human rights, and the rule of law. 

Together with the Office on International Re-
ligious Freedom and through my work on the 
International Relations Committee we have 
managed to bring the world’s attention to 
these issues. I have a strong feeling that 
under the guidance of the International Reli-
gious Freedom Act and the universal declara-
tion of human rights the world is becoming a 
less discriminating place. The Department of 
State’s Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights 
and Labor’s most recent reports on Inter-
national Religious Freedom and on human 
rights reveals that allegations and acts of state 
sponsored discrimination perpetrated against 
religious minorities are rampant. 

The road towards a world free from discrimi-
nation and religious persecution in our lifetime 
is attainable, but the challenges are great and 
the road a winding and difficult one. Regret-
tably, it is not just the anti-democracy, totali-
tarian regimes that engage in state sponsored 
discriminatory practices. While it is heartening 
to see the unified support that our European 
allies are showing for the United States in 
these trying times and like my colleagues, I 
am profoundly grateful for their friendship and 
assistance there is a disturbing pattern of dis-
crimination against minority religions. Re-
cently, France passed a law that severely lim-
its the rights of minority religions. The law is 
designed to control ‘‘sects,’’ and does so in a 
profoundly intolerant manner. As a colleague 
of mine stated, ‘‘this law—if allowed to stand— 
could spread an anti-religious contagion 
throughout Europe.’’ In Austria, in Germany, 
and in Belgium, the governments use the 
same discriminatory methods of registration. 
Their practice of designating minority groups 
‘‘sects’’ or ‘‘cults’’ is clearly a violation of uni-
versal human rights. 

The International Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights, recognizes the right of every 
human being to ‘‘have or to adopt a religion of 
his choice, and either individually or in com-
munity with others and in public and private, to 
manifest his religion or belief in worship, ob-
servance, practice and teaching. . . .’’ The 
signatories have pledged ‘‘not to discriminate 
on the basis of religion.’’ With 144 signatories 
to the covenant, it is part of the body of law 

that we commonly refer to as International 
Law, and it is incumbent upon the international 
community to enforce such laws. 

The House International Relations Com-
mittee has held numerous hearings on reli-
gious intolerance throughout the world. The 
Ambassador for International Religious Free-
dom has testified before the International 
Committee a number of times. There’s a grow-
ing awareness with U.S. officials of the need 
to add pressure to the governments around 
the world on this issue. The number of coun-
tries that the Secretary of State has deemed 
‘‘countries of particular concern’’ under the 
International Religious Freedom Act is dis-
heartening. 

During our hearings, the members of the 
International Relations Committee stated that 
they will support legislative restrictions on the 
entry into the United States of foreign govern-
ment officials associated with repression of re-
ligious rights; this legislation makes our asser-
tions a reality, and further extends protected 
freedoms from discrimination to other cat-
egories. 

Mr. Speaker, the question is, what can 
Americans do to help uphold values of toler-
ance, human rights and dignity in foreign 
countries—especially in nations which are our 
friends and allies. I believe, that the Freedom 
to Trade Act is a necessary safeguard to pro-
tect our people from religious intolerance and 
other forms of discrimination wherever it rears 
its ugly head. For these and many other rea-
sons I urge my colleagues to support the 
Freedom to Trade Act, and together we can 
take the necessary steps to eradicate the evils 
that seek to destroy the free world. 
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8TH DISTRICT OF THE NEW JER-

SEY STATE FIRST AID COUNCILS 

CELEBRATES 50TH ANNIVER-

SARY

HON. RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN 
OF NEW JERSEY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 17, 2001 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to offer my sincerest congratulations to 
the 8th District of the New Jersey State First 
Aid Council on the occasion of its 50th anni-
versary. 

I am sure that you will agree that in light of 
recent events, the importance of emergency 
medical services has never been more evi-
dent. 

What makes this group all that more special 
is that they volunteer their time to provide this 
life-saving service to the communities in which 
they live. 

I know personally many Emergency Medical 
Technician’s who, without thought to their per-
sonal safety, left their homes and jobs to re-
spond to the call for help in New York City fol-
lowing the attack on the World Trade Center. 
Many more of these wonderful volunteers 
were at the ready to respond when called. 

The recent attacks on the World Trade Cen-
ter highlight the work that these people do day 
in and day out without asking for any recogni-
tion. Every community in New Jersey is all 
that much more safer because of these peo-
ple. 

The New Jersey State First Aid Council is 
an organization designed to bring its members 
together for the purpose of discussing meth-
ods of improving ambulance services, the re-
duction of loss of life, the development of bet-
ter service through educational programs, and 
to foster a spirit of harmony and friendship 
among the various non-profit volunteer 
squads. 

Membership in the New Jersey State First 
Aid Council is open to all organizations that 
meet the New Jersey State definition of a vol-
unteer first aid squad and are either special-
ized industrial squads, emergency squads op-
erating ambulances and serving the general 
community, or are support organizations such 
as heavy rescue, water rescue, extrication, 
and search and rescue. 

The New Jersey State First Aid Council 
serves the entire state of New Jersey and is 
broken down into districts to better serve its 
member organizations. 

The 8th District of the New Jersey State 
First Aid Council was officially formed on Oc-
tober 16, 1951. The original volunteer emer-
gency squads were from Basking Ridge, 
Chester, Millington, Peapack-Gladstone, Far 
Hills-Bedminister, and Bernardsville. 

Over the past 50 years the membership has 
changed but the mission has been the same— 
to provide the best emergency medical care at 
no cost and to support the volunteers in pro-
viding this service. 

Today the following organizations are proud 
to be part of the 8th District of the New Jersey 
State First Aid Council: Basking Ridge Fire 
Co. #1 First Aid & Rescue; Bernardsville Fire 
Co. #1 First Aid & Rescue; Chatham Emer-
gency Squad; Chester First Aid Squad; Liberty 
Corner First Aid Squad; Long Valley First Aid 
Squad; Mendham First Aid & Rescue Squad; 
Mendham Township First Aid Squad; Morris-
town Ambulance Squad; New Vernon Volun-
teer Fire Department First Aid Squad; 
Peapack-Gladstone First Aid Squad; and Ran-
dolph Rescue Squad. 

I would also like to acknowledge the officers 
of the 8th District of the New Jersey First Aid 
Council for the fine work that they do. In addi-
tion to the time they volunteer on their indi-
vidual squads they serve the Emergency Med-
ical Services Community as a whole as offi-
cers of this fine organization. They are: Presi-
dent: Karen Corica; Chairwoman: Jane 
McArthur; Vice-Chairman: Jim McConnell; 
Second Vice-Chairman: Fred Miller; Recording 
Secretary: Bob Molloy; Corresponding Sec-
retary: Bob Molloy; Treasurer: Paula Oswald; 
and Chaplain: Debbie Smith. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sure that you will join me 
in honoring the 8th District of the New Jersey 
State First Aid Council on this very special oc-
casion. Events of the past month have shown 
us all what a valuable service these fine orga-
nizations and its members provide to the com-
munity. To all, I say congratulations. 
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